Colorectal Cancer

Awareness Month

What Our Health Ministers Have to Say

COLORECTAL

ALBERTA

“Thanks to the dedication of
organizations such as Colorectal
Cancer Canada, more Canadians

are getting screened sooner,

diagnosed earlier, entering
treatment faster, and living longer.
Until we find a cure, it is vital that
we work together to ensure every

Albertan is screened early to

reduce the suffering caused by this
devastating disease, and

dramatically improve outcomes.”

Honourable Sarah Hoffman
Minister of Health, Alberta

YUKON

“l encourage Yukoners to talk
about colorectal cancer because it
is preventable, treatable and beatable.
If you are ages 50 to 74, get the FIT kit,
it is free and simple to use and
it may save your life.”

Honourable Pauline Frost
Minister of Health and Social Services, Yukon

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

“Colon cancer ranks among the
most commonly diagnosed types
of cancer in B.C., affecting one in

six people in British Columbia.
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ONTARIO

“Everyone knows someone who has

been impacted by cancer. During Colon

Cancer Awareness Month, | encourage
Ontarians to talk to their health care

provider to see if they are eligible for colon
cancer screening. If caught early, most cases
of colon cancer are treatable and beatable.

For most people, it will be a quick, easy and
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QUEBEC

“Each year, about 6,800 Quebecers
receive a diagnosis of colorectal cancer.
This form of cancer generally develops

slowly, without apparent symptoms: it is
therefore important to be vigilant and to
obtain information about the screening test
from one’s doctor. The test aims to detect
the cancer at an early stage, before signs and
symptoms of the disease appear. In this
way, the chances are higher that treatment
will be successful. | would like to reaffirm

non-invasive test that can be done at home -

A test that can save lives.”

Honourable Christine Elliott

Minister of Health and Long-Term Care, Ontario

NORTHWEST
TERRITORIES

“When colorectal cancer is detected
early through screening, it can be highly
treatable. Make colorectal cancer
screening a regular routine if you are
between the age of 50 and 74. Talk to your
health care provider on screening options

- it can save your life!”

Honourable Glen Abernethy

Minister of Health and Social Services,

Northwest Territories

SASKATCHEWAN

“Colorectal cancer is 90% preventable
with screening, detection, and early
treatment. Always pursue a healthy

lifestyle with proactive health checkups

to prevent this cancer and hasten a full

recovery. In my personal case, avoiding

that the fight against cancer is one of our
priorities and that we are continuing our
efforts to one day conquer this disease.”

Honourable Danielle McCann
Minister of Health and Social Services, Québec

NUNAVUT

“Colorectal cancer is an important health
topic for Nunavummiut - the number of
cases is three times higher in Nunavut than in
the rest of Canada. This Colorectal Cancer
Awareness Month, Nunavummiut are
encouraged to decrease the risk of colorectal
health issues by making healthy lifestyle
choices, such as quitting smoking, and can
visit their community health centre to learn

more about colon cancer screening.”

Honourable George Hickes
Minister of Health, Nunavut

MANITOBA

“In Manitoba, colon cancer is the third most
often diagnosed cancer in men and women and

second leading cause of death from cancer.

e Nine times out of ten, colon cancer can be
cured if caught early, however, about half
(49%) of colorectal cancers are diagnosed

at a late stage.

e The colorectal cancer burden is projected to
increase by forty percent in the next twenty
years, which highlights the importance of

regular screening and early detection.

e Age is the greatest risk factor for colon cancer,

with ninety percent of colon cancer cases

But it is also one that can be
prevented or stopped - survival
rates are approximately 90%. with
early detection combined with
treatment: That is why it is crucial
to raise awareness about colon
cancer screening.”

Honourable Adrian Dix
Minister of Health, British Columbia

NEW BRUNSWICK

“As we celebrate Colorectal Cancer
Awareness Month, it is important to
remember that awareness and education
on colon cancer is important throughout
the entire year. The Government of New
Brunswick has implemented a province-
wide Colon Cancer Screening program
with a goal to prevent and/or ensure early
detection of colon cancer. We have seen
success with this initiative but as the
third-most commonly diagnosed cancer in
New Brunswick that our work is not done.
On behalf of New Brunswick, | want to
thank the Colorectal Cancer Canada
organization for their continued efforts
and dedication to colon cancer awareness,

education and patient support.”

Honourable Hugh Flemming
Minister of Health, New Brunswick

diagnosis and eventual treatment and .
found in men women over age fifty.

surgery due to embarrassment or denial

could have led to a much less successful e ColonCheck CancerCare Manitoba

prognosis. Thankfully | am currently in recommends screening for people age

remission with a positive outlook!” fifty to seventy-four occur every two years.

Honourable Greg Ottenbreit e Home-based screening kits are available online

Minister of Rural and Remote Health,
Saskatchewan

at https://www.cancercare.mb.ca/screening/
colon, by calling 1-855-95-CHECK, or by

talking to your healthcare provider.”

Honourable Cameron Friesen
Minister of Health, Seniors and Active Living,
Manitoba

NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR

“Be informed about colorectal cancer by talking to your physician about the warning signs.
You can reduce the risk of developing this disease by living a healthy lifestyle,
eating clean and getting regular exercise.”

Honourable John Haggie
Minister of Health and Community Services, Newfoundland and Labrador

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

“Cancer claims the lives of far too many people. It's important for Islanders, and all
Canadians, to understand that cancer screening needs to be a regular part of a healthy routine.
Screening regularly increases the chance of detecting colorectal cancer early, when it is most

treatable, resulting in higher survival rates and less treatment and surgery. PEl's Colorectal
Cancer Screening Program provides screening options and resources; a simple home screening
tool is available for Islanders 50-74 who are at average risk of colorectal cancer.”

Honourable Robert Mitchell
Minister of Health and Wellness, Prince Edward Island

NOVA SCOTIA

“We know through screening, many cancers can be prevented or detected early,

when treatment is most effective. We continue to encourage colon cancer prevention

by ensuring all Nova Scotians aged 50-74 are screened regularly.”

Honourable Randy Delorey
Minister of Health and Wellness, Nova Scotia

“Canadians can reduce their risk of developing colorectal cancer by making healthy food choices, being active, quitting smoking,
limiting alcohol consumption and leading a healthier lifestyle. The Canadian Task Force on Preventive Health Care recommends
that men and women 50-74 get screened regularly as part of routine medical care, even if no symptoms are present. Education
and awareness about the risk factors for colorectal cancer are also important. During Colorectal Cancer Month, | encourage all
Canadians to get informed and to take steps to lower their risk of developing colorectal cancer, including speaking with their

healthcare professionals about screening”

Honourable Ginette Petitpas Taylor, Minister of Health, Canada
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